Vagus nerve stimulator as a treatment for intractable epilepsy.
Vagus nerve stimulation was recently approved for control of medically intractable seizures. This therapy provides some relief of seizures for selective patients, however seizure freedom using this device is uncommon. Vagus nerve stimulation appears to work by calming "hyperexcited" nerve cells and reverting brain activity to its normal patterns. Many people do have significant relief in the intensity and duration of their seizures and report improved quality of life using this device.